
Commission Proposals and 
How They Are Developed #EBDGrafik

Call for Evidence

Impact Assessment 

    Only where significant impacts are expected
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Public Consultation

    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Commission presents a proposed 
legislative initiative at an early stage: 
it describes the problem, the objectives, 
possible courses of action, and the reasons 
for its action.

Opportunity to submit comments, experiences, and data.

Feedback deadline: 4 weeks.

Through the European Commission’s 
“Have Your Say” portal, anyone can 
share their views on the topic in question.
The results will be incorporated into 
the further drafting of the law.

Only for initiatives expected to have significant impacts 
does the Commission assess the potential effects of 
theproposals in parallel withpublic participation. 
Particular attention is paid to economic, bureaucratic, 
social, and environmental impacts. 

An opportunity for citizens, organizations, businesses, 
government agencies, and other societal actors
to share their views and experiences.

12 weeks – 6 weeks for urgent legislation

or 

Regulatory Scrutiny Board (RSB)
When an impact assessment is prepared,
the Regulatory Scrutiny Board reviews its quality—
to ensure that all aspects and impacts have been 
taken into account..

The lead DG submits the final draft impact assessment
4 weeks before the RSB meeting

Several months, depending on the complexity

Interservice Consultation
The draft legislation is coordinated within the European Commission 
with therelevant Directorates-General and other departments.

10 working days – takes place after the RSB review and 
before the formal adoption procedure

Ensuring Open Participation: The consolidation of consultations
must not result in fewer opportunities for participation.
Stakeholders must be able to contribute their expertise and 
interests at an early stage and on an equal footing.

Making Influence Traceable: It must be transparent who partici-
pated and how comments were incorporated into the proposal. 
This is in line with the EBD’s call for traceable decision-making 
processes and a legislative footprint.

Expedited procedures must not undermine transparency: 
Acceleration may be necessary in crisis situations. However, 
deviationsfrom consultation and impact assessment should 
remainexceptions, be justified, and be publicly verifiable.
Strengthening parliamentary lawmaking:  Transparent,
evidence-based preparation by the Commission creates a
better foundation for subsequent democratic deliberation
and decision-making by the European Parliament and the Council.

Important for the EBD
Consultations Are Being Consolidated 
As a general rule, the public should be consulted only once 
on the same initiative, either through a call for evidence or 
a public questionnaire. 

More Targeted Impact Assessments
A larger number of initiatives will undergo an impact assessment.
At the same time, the scope of the analysis will be more closely 
aligned with the significance and nature of the project.

Expedited Procedures 
In the event of crises or other particularly urgent situations,
the Commission may expedite the process. Consultation, 
impact assessment, and quality control should nevertheless 
take place to the greatest extent possible.

Adoption by the European Commission
and Submission of a Legislative Proposal
Once internal preparations are complete, the draft is adopted through the 
Commission’s formal decision-making process. Upon adoption,the official 
Commission proposal is finalized. 

Recent Changes



